ENGLISH   INDEPENDENCE  DECLARATION
an apparent swing back to orthodoxy during the
century,  but  this  had been  largely                a weak
dynasty had entered Into alliance with the
Interest of the Church? and because in an age of rampant
materialism no one had an Interest In disturbing the
existing framework of society,
A religious settlement based on nothing more spiritual
than the power of wealth and the habit of outward con-
formity is not likely to stabilize Itself In an age of revolu-
tionary change. Modern history dates, by general consent^
from the year 1492* In which Columbus made a voyage
that had the practical effect of turning the world from
flat to round, and thus upsetting the main assumption
on which Rome had based her claim to universal empire.
At the same time the inventions of gunpowder and
printing were beginning to act with cumulative effect
upon the old order of civilization. Everywhere there was
boundless hope, the feeling that a new golden age was
about to dawn, and that Man, armed with new powers
and new knowledge, was capable of accomplishing Ms
own salvation.
Upon no country had the opening of new horizons a
profounder effect than upon England. It had altered
her whole situation. She was no longer the Island upon
the edge of the world ; for the world had ceased to have
an edge, and on the surface of a globe any point Is equally
central,
There was less reason than ever that England should
merge her destinies In what was essentially a Mediter-
ranean order of civilization. Never, even when she
visualized herself as lying on its very circumference, a
pre-destined outsider among nations, had she submitted
to be centralized in more than name. She had developed
her own soul in virtual Independence of Europe. And
now that that soul had fairly come of agey its inde-
pendence had been vindicated. All roads no longer led
to Rome. The sea ways radiated from England,
Things might have been different if she had grown up